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<Abstract>

Desire and Delusive Gender of
Middle-income Family Promoted by Modern
State Logic in the 1970’s

- Focusing on "Mrs. Kangbyun, by Kim Seung-ok

Gwon, Hyeon-Jeong

Focusing on a key word of middle-income family in the 1970’s, this
study examined "Mrs. Kangbyun, of Kim Seung-ok in relation to
regime and its policy at that time.

Residential space and lifestyle of middle-income family is presented
as a modern symbol at that time. In this process, desire for
middle-income family goes along with sexual desire the subject had.
The sexual desire of the subject is considered only as a vulgar
instinct. However, at the finishing part of the novel, the indecent
desire i1s used as a device to represent the delusion of middle-income
or middle-income family. It is because desire for middle-income
family degrades her body and house as exchange value for class
rising and in this process, her family is also maintained in an
unwholesome form through comnivance and onlooking of infidelity.
This novel reveals the reality by skillfully deriding popular vein and
mass appeal at that time.

On the other hand, the point to notice here is the fact that explicit
gender hierarchy is embedded at fantasy of middle-income family

disclosed by the novel. Though they are the same behaviors caused
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by the desire for class rising, the man’s behaviors are considered
constructive and the woman’ behaviors are discounted as something
vulgar. They are divided due to gender hierarchy. It is because there
1s an attitude to identify the absurdity or wvulgar aspects of
middle-income family as feminine things.

Kim Seung-ok definitely tried to read the signs of and gain an
insight into the time through "Mrs. Kangbyun,, keeping a distance
away from the order at that time. Nevertheless, the author himself is
embodied as he is at the novel, not getting away from a trap of the
ruling order to compose ideological discourse developed by gender
hierarchy.

Key Words : "Mrs. Kangbyun,, middle-income, middle-income family,

desire, delusion, gender hierarchy
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