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<Abstract>

A Study on the Status and Significance of
Arirang as Film Music

Kim, Seon-woo”

The purpose of this study is to examine the status of Arirang as a
film music and its meaning. To this end, this study collected and
catalogued films that used Arrang as film music. Through the
arrangement, it was possible to confirm that <Bonjo Arirang>,
<Miryang Arrang>, <Jindo Arrang>, and <Jeongseon Arirang>
were used as film music. It is characteristic that the proportion of
<Bonjo Arirang> is high.

The role and function of Arirang songs in individual films were
outlined, and the characteristics of Arirang as film music were
examined. Focusing on the characteristic that diegetic music is in a
closer relationship with the narrative, the discussion was centered on
Na un-kyu's <Arirang(1926)>(<Bonjo Arirang>), Im Kwon-taek’s
<Seopyeonje>(1993)(<Jindo Arirang>), Kim Ki-duk’s <Arirang>
(2011) (<Jeongseon Arirang>), and Park Heung-sik's <Haeuhwa>
(2016)(<Bonjo  Arirang>) as the main subjects of discussion.
However, although it is a non—diegetic music, Kim Ki-duk’'s <Spring,
Summer, Fall, Winter... and Spring>(2003)’s <Jeongseon Arirang>
was included in the main analysis in that it implicitly presents the

theme and contributes to the progress and completeness of the

* Sungkyunkwan University.
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narrative on behalf of the protagonist’s consciousness.

In Na Un—kyu's <Arirang>(1926), <Bonjo Arirang> was produced
and arranged in a way that ensured the completeness of the narrative
of the Passion, and played a role in heightening the theme of the film.
In Park Heung-sik’s <Haeeohwa>(2016), <Bonjo Arirang> is used as
empathetic music that plays a role as sound and at the same time
makes us respond to the characters’ anguish. In Im Kwon-taek’s
<Seopyeonje>(1993), <Jindo Arirang> symbolically presented the will
to transcend a life full of ‘Han’, and was used in the long take scene
to serve as a nodal point in the narrative. Kim Ki-duk’s <spring and
summer--->(2003), <Jeongseon Arirang> plays a role in expressing
the mner psychology of the elderly monk and at the same time
allowing him to accept the leap of time as the power of music
through montage. In Kim Ki-duk’'s <Arirang>(2011), <Jeongseon
Arirang> acted as a link to the complex emotional aspects that one
faces while confronting oneself, giving consistency to the narrative.

From the above review, Arirang is used as film music for two
reasons. First, <Bonjo Arirang> is mainly linked to the narrative of
the Passion that reproduces the 'Korean diaspora’ and plays a role in
directly or indirectly reinforcing that sentiment. Second, when
<Jeongseon Arirang>, <Jindo Arrang>, and <Miryang Arirang>,
which can be categorized as popular folk songs, are used as film
music, they contribute to the narrative progress or reinforce the
theme by highlighting the emotions or situations of a specific
community or individual rather than representing the 'nation’ and

form a new meaning.
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Key Words: Film <Arirang>(1926), <Bonjo Arirang>, <Jindo
Arirang>, <jeongseon arirang>, Film Music,
<Seopyeonje>(1993), <LOVE, LIES>(2016), narrative,
<Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter... and Spring>(2003)
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