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<Abstract>

Disability Politics and the Ethics of
Vulnerability in Kim Cho-Yeop’'s Novels

Eom, Mi-ok™

Kim Cho-yeop explores the possibilities of thought experiments
with her science fiction, focusing on the impact of science and
technology on disabilities and the experiences of people with
disahilities. This study examined relations between disabilities and
technologies based on the patterns of disabilities in Kim Cho-yeop's
science fiction and further delved into disability politics and the ethics
of vulnerahility revealed through cyborg images.

“Space of Cognition” shows how normality to turn damage into a
disability 1s composed differently in society and culture with Eve who
cannot enter a space of cognition due to her physical conditions. In
Mremosa, Yu—an makes a successful comeback after rehabilitation
but ends up choosing Mremosa where the hierarchy of leap and stop
1s reversed, resisting the violence of healing. By telling such
anti-healing narratives, the author criticizes ableism and shows
alternative possibilities to live in the present with a disabled body.

Kim Cho-yeop’'s Science Fiction realize the politics of crippled
cyborgs with her characters who have incomplete dependence on
machines. In “Laura”, Laura does disability politics to make a switch
between disability and non-disability equal as a transabled. In

* Sogang University.



P2 240 ekt Ao BA9) Aokl gel 467

“Marie’s Dance”, Mogs engage in a movement of pride in disabilities
by negotiating with the Fluid technology and making alliances with
each other. In this novel, disabled cyborgs are not mythfied cyborgs
that implement transhuman optimism and are different from
Haraway's cyborgs that delete physical pain to cross normality.
Finally, “Hugging a Cactus” and “Why Did Not Pilgrims Come
Back” contemplate the ethics of interdependence by depicting a world
in which characters with disabilities and no disabilities and also
disabled people and non-disabled people love and take care of each
other. Kim Cho-yeop looks at the wvulnerability of human beings
rather than technologies to enhance people and wishes that individuals
with various bodies will experience the world as it is based on
interdependence. It is ethics raised by the vulnerability of bodies with

disabilities in the posthuman era.

Key Words: disability, disability politics, crip, cyborg,

violence of cure, vulnerability, interdependence.
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