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<Abstract>

The Monster Representation in the Korean
Boy SF Monster Film of the 1960s ruled by
the Cold War System

Lee, Hee-Won’

In the 1960s, in the world of the Cold War system, Korea's
developmental dictatorship took power for a long time.
Anti-communist ideologies and capitalist development ideologies were
the main trends of the time. But this slogan was not all of the real
world. The rulers considered the people as a communist that they
disobey the orders of the state. It also tried to justify the existing
economic system by forcing the desire for the abundant life proposed
by economic development. At times, anti-communist ideologies
concealed the contradiction of economic ideologies and economic
ideologies concealed the contradiction of anti-communist ideologies.
Therefore, it became important for the regime to maintain the Cold
War composition, where enemy threats exist. Therefore,
anti-community education is strengthened from the mid-60s and the
amount of public propaganda through the media is expanded.

Korean Boy SF Monster Film <Space Monster Wangmagwi> and
<Great Monster Yongary> have been released in 1967. Since mid-60s
the national censorship of film creation was severe. These films

should be interpreted in close connection with contemporary situation.

* Pusan National University.



19609t Wx7] 49 SFATPFske] I 4 A7 421

In this sense, these two movies represent “monsters’ as subjects of
punishment, in the name of the anti-communist ideology and
economic development ground slogan. The emergence of these
monsters embodies the possibility of war breaking out as a potential
threat in the Cold War regime.

But the monster is also a representation of the many cracks of the
two ideologies of the day. The Cold War system in Korea at the time
forced the people to internalize the fear of war and the neurotic
compulsions to find the enemies. On the other hand, capitalistic desire
is tolerated and the unsatisfactory hysterical desire for material
wealth is prevalent. The scenes of Seoul’s daily life being destroyed
by monsters revealed the cracks of Korean society at that time.
Besides the film is not only the crack created by the monsters as
external enemies but also the boys in these films point existing the
crack inside the society. A boy is a wholly unsocialized person with
infinite potential for change. For this reason, boys are an
indeterminate crack in society and are subject to education and
training according to social order. The main narrative of the work is
that the boys in the system crack encounter the monsters from out of
the system crack.

The monsters in the work lose their identities as a result of c
onvergence to the human order. And the boys are 'countries’ as a
way of identifying the family community created by the great socially
successful men and beautiful women. It accepts and seals the cracked
surface of Korean society.

As a result, the monster's othermness in <Space Monster

Wangmagwi> and <Great Monster Yongary> 1is sealed by
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humanizing the monster and disciplining the boy. But in the process,
the cracks of the otherness have their presence. because of this, the
boy SF monster films fosters boys as the next generation to conceal
1deological compulsions and hysteria and to continue this society by
embodying the appearance of maintaining a stabilized state within the
community. This is the discipline that the boy SF monster films
appeared in the mid 60s.

Key Words : 1960s, SF Film, Monster, the Cold War Ideology, Nation,
Family Ideology, Representation
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