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<Abstract>

Writing of "Epic of Self” Discovery: Study on
Choi Inho’s "TFamiliar Others” Cityy
- Centering around literary therapeutic viewpoints -

Seo, Duk-Soon

This paper was intended to find a possibility as to whether literary
therapy can be utilized as methodology of literary work analysis by
reinterpreting a concept of ‘epic of self’ and ‘epic of literary work’, a
peculiar concept only in literary therapy, from humanistic context.
Also, this paper proposes a viewpoint that a narrative type such as a
cartoon or game as well as a folktale can be utilized as ‘diagnosis
epic’ in literary therapy. In Choi Inho’s fFamiliar Others’ City,
cartoon/game-style epic structure is positively utilized and the main
contents of the literary work comprise of the process in which main
characters discover ‘epic of self’ by using cartoon/game-style epic as
‘diagnosis epic’ and, through this, proceed into ‘healthy epic’, so that
this is convenient to analyze by utilizing a concept of ‘epic map'.

In "Familiar Others’ Cityy, various epics which function as ‘epic of
literary work’, that is, all of a story of friend H, a story of professor
P, stories of <Sailormun> and <Power ranger>, etc. function to K as
‘epic of literary work’. K, as he contacts such ‘diagnostic epic’ at
every segmental point through development of a novel, expressing a
sense of distance from ‘epic of self’ inherent in self, sympathizes with

or feels hostility to it. Feeling hostility toward H's story and
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recognizing professor P’s story as it is, he forms a kind of epic map
and finds his psychological ideal in it. Where, K's psychological ideal
1s a kind of reticulosis that persons around him deceives self by order
of Big Brothers, in the midst of contacting a variety of ‘epics of
literary work’, he gets to realize that it is not persons around him but
the very himself who was wrong. By discovering causes of problems
from self, K gets to have an opportunity to be able to recover
‘complete  self. The opportunity, as examined before, means a
reversion to the origin, and also means ‘death’ connected to ‘the
origin’ circularly. Departing from lots of persons who appeared as
‘epic of literary work’, K greets death or re-birth. Though not
realized, this can be completion of ‘epic of self inherent in the self of
K and a turning point of new ‘epic of self. Appearance of lots of
surrounding figures is experiential re-composition of ‘epic of self and,
through this, the segmental identity of K is able to proceed to

‘identité narrative’ of integrating experiences.

Key Words : literary therapeutic, Epic of Self, epic of literary work,
diagnosis epic, epic map, Choi Inho, "Familiar Others’
Citys
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