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<Abstract>

Stranger Groups, Migrants, and Travelers in
the Age of Mobility

- With a focus on / Met Ro Gi-wan by Jo Hae-jin
(Changbi, 2011)

Lee, Mi-Rim’

In the age of mobility when trans—border movement has become
part of daily life, migrants and travelers that attract attention as the
traces of minority group and the representations of others are
appearing around the global village as if they were specters.
Reflecting such a social phenomenon, travel, multicultural, and
diaspora novels have been published. Protagonists with the identity of
alien or marginal person have also made their way to such works,
reflecting the phenomenon. In 7 Met Ro Gi-wan by Jo Hae-jin, “I” a
former scripter, follow the track of “Ro,” a young male North Korean
defector, throughout Belgium and London. In the process of travel, I
empathize and identify with Ro, an international missing person, social
zombie, and non-being with no “certificates,” healing my own wounds
and passing the rite of passage as a writer. I join together with Ro, a
North Korean defector metaphorically considered as the lowest and
basest others in the 2Ist century, Park of Korean diaspora, and
Yun-ju, a 17-year-old girl that is an orphan discriminated for her

horrible face, thus finally realizing that I am the very minority group

* (Gangneung-Wonju National University
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of refugee, orphan, illegal alien, diaspora, and novelist. The author
presents the others—oriented attitude to respond to and welcome the
faces of others, which include the suffering of Ro, a migrant that has
lost his mother and motherland, the pain of diaspora Park that
assisted the euthanasia of his wife, and the despair of Yun—ju that
has to endure incredible misery at a young age. The author also
presents a literary view to write in the shoes of minority groups. Not
forming any relationship to prove himself after losing his family and
wandering outside the earth, Ro tries to take back his dignity and
present as a human being through his full name Ro Gi-wan and his
connections with a lady he loves. The author feels the difficulty of
creation and the limitations as writer in the process of reverse tracing
and indirectly experiencing his suffering, pain, and sadness but
manages to complete a novel by transferring his soul to Ro, the
protagonist of his story, and projecting himself onto him. The author
and speaker of the story faces and personally contacts the innocent
smile of diaspora of North Korean defectors that should survive even
in spite of the worst human conditions and completes his wandering
as a rite of passage through the rights of minority groups, the
journey of human identity, wound healing, and self-training, and the
mobility of migration. The novel talks about human rights, arguing
that even though there are differences in the points of orientation and
consciousness of goals between the migrant North Korean defector
and the travelling novelist, we should eventually take the issues of

minority groups as ours in otherness and minority solidarity.

Key Words : motifs for trans—border migration, stranger group,
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