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<Abstract>

A Study on the Aspects and Meaning of
Marriage Custom in the (Raven Myth) of the
Koryaks in Siberia

Kwak, Jin—Seok’

This paper revealed the aspects and meaning of marriage custom in
the <Raven myth> and discussed the status of the raven in the
myths which deal with marriage between offsprings of the raven and
one between them and their relatives. Changes in marriage customs
of the Koryak were also discussed.

Ravens appear in various status in the myths of the Koryak. They
play the role of transformer or mediator, ‘the first ancestor’, cultural
hero, trickster, shaman, and messenger of God.

Intermarriage motifs such as brother-sister marriages and cousin
marriages have been identified in the myths of the Koryak,
specifically involving marriage between offsprings of the raven and
their relatives. These myths take ‘intermarriage — mediation —
permission/non—permission of intermarriage’ as a basic structure. The
Koryak myths including brother-sister marriage and cousin marriage
motif show diverse variations based on this structure.

First, in the myths of the Koryak, marriage between a brother and
sister is fundamentally not allowed despite any mediation process.

However, cousin marriage is allowed if it goes through a certain

* Pukyong National University
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mediation process. Although, in some myths, cousin marriage i1s not
allowed under any circumstances, and in one myth, exchange
marriage appears after cousin marriage is prohibited.

Variations of the Koryak myths which include marriage motifs
reflect the changes in their marriage customs. More specifically, they
show that their marriage customs have passed from endogamous to
€x0gamous.

Such change is indirectly showing that pervious social and natural

chaos caused by intermarriage is becoming more orderly.

Key Words : raven myth, raven’s status, brother-sister marriage,
cousin marriage, cross marriage, endogamy, exogamy,

marriage custom
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