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<Abstract>

On the Study of Korean Literature by Gu,
Jagyun

Chang, Hyo-Hyun

Gu, Jagyun(1912-1964) had been interested in the writing on the
history of Korean literature throughout his life even though he had
not left ‘the History of Korean Literature’ in perfect formation. I
consider that his principal topics were ‘modernity’ and ‘commoner in
the writing on the history of Korean literature.

Gu called from 18th to 19th century ‘a modernization process. He
grasped that modemization movement in each genre of classic
literature spontaneously developed during resisting against medieval
feudalism and advocating human nature. Therefore he concluded that
middle people, the illegitimate births and petty clerks, these
commoners’ literature did a important role. His view had the pioneer
significance, because it was the first objection to the opinion of
modernization under the Western civilization’s influence.

Gu’s most important academic achievement is Joseon Pyeongmin
Munhaksa(The History of Commoner’s Literature in Joseon). It is
valued that the historical framework of commoner’s literature was
presented by using the method of literary sociology after having read
through numerous literatures.

Gu, Jagyun left annotated editions of Paharyip - Yongjaechonghwa
and Chunhyangjeon. In some studies, he showed distinguished views
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about classical novels. He first raised doubts on the philological
matter of “Okrumong” and sowed the viewpoint of comparative
literature between Korean and Chinese novel through “Okrumong”.
And he interpreted that Chunhyang and Yidoryeong had ‘the
forward-looking spirit that tried to create new era’ and emphasized its
futuristic  meaning.  Moreover, he regarded “Gyechukilgi”,
“Inhyeonwanghujeon” and “Hanjungrok” as court novel or letters
between women stylenovel against Jo, Yunje's opinion that those

works were court descriptive style or diaries.

Key Words : Gu, Jagyun, history of Korean literature,
modernization process, commoners’ literature,

classical novels



