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<Abstract>

A Study on the Zen in The Silence of My
Lover and The Silence of Dharma

Jeong, Hyo-Goo

Han Yong—-Woon, who had renounced the world and become a
Buddhist monk, transformed O-Do-Song into poems in 1917, and Chot
Seung-Ho, who is at once a Buddhist and poet, has embodied
Buddhism in the form of poems and by means of the way he leads
his life.  However, these two, as individuals, have aggressively
confronted the world of Zen and Buddhism in a very masterly way,
and, as poets, accurately identified the poems with the worlds of Zen
and Buddhism.

The aim of the current paper is to examine the worlds of Zen as
such represented in Han Yong-Woon's 7The Silence o My
Lover(1926)and Choi Seung-Ho's The Silence of Dharma(1993).

The reason for discussing the two collections of poetry together is
that none of the Korean poets have ever been more totally immersed
in the matter of Zen, nor have they embodied it more aesthetically
and outstandingly throughout the modern and recent history of
Korean poetry than the two poets, each of whom has manifested it
best in their respective collections throughout their whole life.
Besides, as shown in the titles, the two collections of poetry are quite
associated with and similar to each other, and they really are in terms

of both form and subject.
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The two collections of poetry have demonstrated some remarkable
and meaningful aspects in the context of the history of Korean poetry
from several points of view as suggested in the following.

Firstly, they have opened up a possibility of the spirit of Zen being
both the departure and destination for poetry.

Secondly, they have shown that the utterances and dialogues from
monks of Zen Buddhism dating from old times could superbly be
integrated with the established genre of poetry, and thereby revealed

that it is feasible for the genres to be incorporated into each other.

Thirdly, implication and adaptability have been included in their
manifesting Zen through such keywords as ‘Nim,” ‘Dharma, ‘Silence,

Fourthly, the rhetorics of Zen, which tend to remove images, have
effectively been made to coexist with those of poetry, which tend to
recreate images.

Fifthly, they have clearly shown that writing poems is part of the
poet’s doing dharma practice and seeking salvation.

Sixthly, in the current civilization and culture of great fluctuations
occurring, they have suggested a spirit or system of value which
could efficiently be employed to cope with such current situation as
the ‘ancient future’ has ever been.

The two collections of poetry being dealt with in this paper will
give some significance to those who seek to find solutions to the
problems of the poetic, Zen, both the poetic and Zen, or, the poetic

and life at the same.

Key Words : Zen, Nim, Dharma, Silence, Rhetorics of Zen and Poems



