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<Abstracts>

A Study on the Concept of ‘Place’ in the Novel of
Gong, Seon-ok

Lee, Hee—won

Since the modern age the world has been developed by rational
individuals based on the logic of cogito. In that process, ‘Place’ is
regarded as incidental and passive one which is operated and
managed by rational reason. But actually human beings establish their
identity and form a sense of security through the place. Based on it
they can go forward to the world. Therefore place and human are
inseparable from each other in close mutual relationship. From this
point of view human body can be understanded as place, too. By
redetermination of rational individuals we can find the solution of
violent problems in modern society.

Novelist Gong Seon-ok’s works in recent — "The Merry Night
Roads, "Young-rany, and "The Flowerlike Dayss have been embodied
this problem. Through the characters in her works Gong Seon—-ok
forms very delicate side of human being who is related with place
and body. In this point human beings are fundamentally vulnerable
existence who cannot live alone. This concept is connected to the
‘fundamental sociality’ of Judith Butler. So, by looking after and
answering for people, human beings can hold humanity. Gong
Sun—ok’s novels are based on this concept. Humans in her works are

to face up to the wvulnerability of themselves, other people, and



360 F=EF=FT A0H

surroundings and through the empathy they create new relationship.
In the world moved by persons with the social influence, as
vulnerable ones, face on other weak presence is the core theme of
Gong Sun—ok. And in this process people are going to make
spontaneous aesthetic to break the sequence of hierarchical value
system of the world ever going to create a new public service.

The possibility of such a community passes over paternalism or
regional self-centerness. And I think it would make the basis of the
value that can be pierced man’s freedom and equality in the form of
life in today’s with rapidly changing by the media and the
development of neo-liberalism. In the community with this way we
will be able to gain political power from below and a new community
solidarity.

Key Words : Gong Sun-ok, Places, Vulnerahility, gay night way,
youngran, The Flowerlike Days

% : 20154 6% 30
Z 120154 g€ 18
N

A= 20154 82 20



