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<Abstract>

Donghak’s narrative and meaning in Kwon
Jeong-saeng’s novel "Hantijae Haneul,

Bae, Ji-yeon’

MHantijae Haneuls is a novel that describes major events of Korean
modermn history from the late 19th century to the early 20th century in
the language and narratives of those who lived in the northern part of
North Gyeongsang Province. The first half of the "Hantijae Haneuly
is a mixture of the narratives of “people who hide and do Donghak”
and the narratives of “panrangui” to and from Hantijae, and the spirit
of Donghak that drive them was presented through the Donghak
scriptures read by the characters. The story of the sparkling fish in
Donghak i1s the history of the unnamed people who tried to do
something with the hearts of the national security people. The
“Ansimga(Relief Song)” of the Munnoin father and son suggests that
the history of “panrangui”, which began in the Gabo Donghak Peasant
Revolution, was driven by the spirit of “reopening up again” dreaming
of a new world.

On the other hand, the narratives of women who lose their
husbands, raise their children alone, and establish themselves proudly
as the breadwinner of the family lead to the Donghak ideology that
preempted women's liberation, and Eunae, who appears in the second

half, shows a dynamic world view that transforms life through daily

* Research Professor of Daegu University Humanities Research Institute.
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training. Donghak’s spell training, which is embodied in the novel, is
the act of experiencing the core of ‘Sicheonju’ by repeatedly chanting
21-character spells in which Donghak’s history is concentrated. The
acquired ‘Sicheonju’ transforms the perspective and perception of grace
toward humans and the world into a completely different dimension.
FEunae’s spell revealed ‘Sicheonju’ as life by serving the socially weak
who are discriminated against and deprived as ‘Hanulmim. Her
narrative showed that Donghak can be an alternative to overcoming
social problems beyond individual religious activities.

The narratives of Donghak and “panrangui” presented in this novel
are related to the flow of modern Korean history trying to overcome
the problems of Confucian feudal system. Soo-woon, who founded
Donghak, found that Confucianism (Seonghak), the ideological
framework of Joseon society, cannot overcome the national crisis of
social contradictions and foreign invasions that embedded discrimination
and inequality. In this sense of problem, Soo-woon discovered a
dignified and equal human being through ‘Shicheonju’. The "Hantijae
Haneuls, through the teachings of ‘Sicheonju’ and Soo-woon, tries to
overcome the Confucian worldview through the narrative of women

confronting the status order and structural inequality.

Key Words: Gwon Jeong-saeng, Hantijae Haneul, Donghak, Choe
je—u, Panrangui(®&+0]), Sicheonju(A175), Incantation
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