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<Abstract>

The Song Movement and the Cultural Politics
of Emotion under the Wartime Regime

(1937 - 1945)

Hwang, Soo-Im*

This study examines how the Song Movement during the wartime
regime functioned as a propaganda mechanism that enacted the
Cultural Politics of Emotion. Special attention is given to the National
Singing Campaign, in which the Joseon Literary and Arts Association
and the Joseon Music Association, in collaboration with the Joseon
League for National Mobilization, took the lead. The research collected
and analyzed song scores created and disseminated through this
campaign, alongside their political background, collaborative
structures, modes of distribution, lyrical themes, and musical features.
Newspapers, magazines, official publications, and materials issued by
mobilization organizations were cross—examined to identify the
intersections between music and politics.

The analysis demonstrates that the Song Movement organized
public emotions by promoting the affective codes of Dutifulness
(geon—jeon) and Cheerfulness (myeong-rang). Songs performed at
various events and collective activities encouraged obedience,
devotion, and acceptance of wartime mobilization as natural

sentiments, thereby subordinating the rhythms of everyday life to the

* Pusan National University
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wartime regime. In particular, well-known Patriotic Marches, together
with themes such as naisen ittai (Japan - Korea unity), rear-area
service, and total mobilization, were central to the lyrics. Musically,
dotted rhythms in duple-meter forms modeled after Japanese military
songs were widely employed, and the activities of the Vocal
Instruction Corps further facilitated the emotional internalization of
militarist ideology.

This study sheds new light on wartime musical culture from the
perspective of the Cultural Politics of Emotion. Moreover, by
reflecting on the structural mechanisms of the Song Movement that
enabled emotional mobilization, it invites renewed consideration of the

social functions and ethical responsibilities of art today.

Key Words: Song Movement, National Singing Campaign, Joseon
Literary and Arts Association, Joseon Music Association,
Cultural Politics of Emotion, Patriotic Marches, Dutifulness,
Cheerfulness, Vocal Instruction Corps, Joseon League for
National Mobilization
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