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<Abstract>

Study on Choi In-Hoon’s novel, Seo-Yu-Gi,
focused on the desire and psychology of the
Dok Go-Joon.

Park, Hae-Rang

Choi In-Hoon’s novel Seo-Yu-Gi belongs to one of the most
abstruse novels. As an unrealistic novel, it consists of multi-layered
structures. He narrates psychological realm of the characters very
closely. Especially, the state of mind of the protagonist in his behavior
works as an important element. The personality of characters in
various Choi’'s novels appear repeatedly and continuously, and he
describes their psyche delicately. Reduced to a chaotic state, the
protagonist in the novel expresses his desire for the other sex
variously. However, until now, studies on the mentality and
psychology of the character have been rare. Therefore, I will present
the study on the character's mentality and psychology as a new
argument method, and I'd like to contribute to reduction of
abstruseness and expand the study range.

This study aims at studying on the desire and psychological realm
of the protagonist, Dok Go-Joon in Seo—Yu-Gi. It becomes important
task to express metal state and to study the mentality in literary
researches. A course of study on the complex mentality of the

character 1s very useful to analyze the motivation of the behavior and

* Dongguk University
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to explain the meaning.

Dok Go—Joon in Seo-Yu-Gi. takes a fantasy journey at the end of
hall stepping out of the Lee You-Jung’s room. Through moving space,
Dok Go—Joon travels the world of unconsciousness embedded in his
memory. The purpose of his travel is to fulfill his desire to meet her.
She remembers the summer day of W city. What he realizes is
longing for his family and loving for his mother. Also, the scar
caused by self criticism in his childhood is healed up by facing
mstructor in the classroom of the time. The rupture between his ego
and world becomes worse through the entire trip. This rupture begins
to withdraw to his inner world. However, he heals the scar through
the repetitive travel, recognize the reality, and accomplish self-
development.

Dok Go—Joon feel abashed during the trip and still he does after the
trip. It 1s the process of establishing his own identity for him to
reflect on his behavior and have shyness.

Humans always come into conflict between ego and world. Ego and
world can bear a fruit of reconciliation, but most humans tend to
avoid the struggle, conflict withdraw into the inner world, and isolate
themselves from the world. From the perspective of growth and
maturity, it is uncomfortable fact that humans do not face the reality
and 1solate themselves from the society, but the reality is quite cold
and different because people can not do any other things. Dok
Go-Joon is “A Gray man” who lives in this reality. However, his
image, which looks out the window for rainy days after unconscious
fantasy journey, can be seen as an effort to face and embrace the
reality.



Description of Dok Go-Joon's desire and state of mind in
Seo—-Yu-Gi can be appraised as structurization of behavioral meaning
and psychological system. By looking for the process for Dok
Go—Joon to establish self-development and values, I can broaden and
deepen the understanding of this work and provide a framework for

various and continuous study on Choi's novels.

Key Word : Conflict between ego and world, criticism of reality,
establishment of identity, fantasy journey, multi-layered
structure, realization of desire, self-development, sense of

shame
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