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<Abstract>

A study on the meanings of diseases in old
age novel by Park Wan-suh

Kim, Eun-jung

This study researched the thematic sense of cancer, stroke, and
dementia which are the senescence diseases appearing in the novels
by Park Wan-suh. Through this work, we were able to know the fact
that those diseases are not just materials of the novels, but they keep
various symbolical meanings and ironical properties.

First, cancer in her novels does not function as the ordinary
metaphorical sense of rapid spread or violence, but function as the
sense of device for preparing noble death. This sense originates in the
fact that the pace of cancer of old age is not rapid, and it is the
disease being expected to die.

The important property of stroke is the situation of body that it can
not move as one wishes. The author shows an ironical aspects of the
disease by contrasting the immovable body and the alive sexual
desire. Moreover, the discord of body and spirit can be interpreted as
suggesting the irony of our lives themselves.

The disease dementia represents some images, the damage of self,
and the destruction of personality, rather than the physical damage.
The disease is a clue to reveal the hypocrisy and false awareness of
the family members, as the hidden self of dementia patient is exposed
through the situation of that disease. And, the roles of mother and
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daughter can be changed, so the daughter can understand her mother
as human exactly, in virtue of the disease.

The novels by Park Wan—suh show the diverse aspects of the old
ages owing to its inherent pathological symbolism of the diseases,
and highlight the irony of life especially. So, if we focus on the
diseases appearing her novels, we may get to know the subtle change
of Park's writer consciousness clearly, which appeared differently

according to the year of announcement of her works.

Key Words : Park Wan—suh, senescence diseases, cancer, stroke,

dementia, thematic sense, irony, hypocrisy
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