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<Abstract>

A Study on Literary Formation of the Goliath
Struggle in Labor fictions since 1987

Kim, Sung-hwan’

The labor fictions after 1987 was re-defined as the June Uprising
and the Workers’ Great Struggle, emphasizing the leading role of
mtellectuals and student labor activists. However, the reality that the
capability of student labor activists was reduced after the end of the
workers’ great struggle, and the ideological differentiation began, was
difficult to be embodied as a literary truth with the prospect of
transformation in 1987. At this time, the labor fictions present the
goliath struggle in Ulsan in 1990, when internal conflicts and
problems were concentrated, as a new literary space. This article is a
reproduction of the Ulsan and the goliath struggles as a problematic
space to resolve the conflict in the labor movement, and focuses on
Jeong Hwajin's Steel Zone, Bang Hyunseok's “People in the Ship of
Hell”, and Ahn Jaesung’s Conditions of Love.

Steel Zone realistically describes the conflict between the capital
and working class. The capitalist reactionaries such as the president
Baek and the company union are embodied in three dimensions, and
accordingly, the direction of workers’ struggle is also sought for a
realistic basis. What Stee/ Zone emphasized is the solidarity of the
working class. The novel emphasizes the solidarity of the working

* Pusan National University.
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class beyond individual workplaces and presents the goliath struggle
i Ulsan as a basis. By receiving the ideology sent from Ulsan, the
struggle in the novel was able to acquire significance as a class
struggle in Korean society. In “People in the ship of Hell”, the
1deology of solidarity is further embodied. Reflecting the situation in
the 1920s, the role of male—centered unions was emphasized, and the
value of the class struggle of all working class was reaffirmed by
leading a solidarity strike across the entire industrial complex. At this
time, the ideology of solidarity acquires reality through the goliath
struggle in Ulsan. Workers in Ulsan and those in novels confirm a
sense of class homogeneity and present goals and strategies for
struggle according to the common goal of class interest is the subject
of this fiction's narrative. Condition of Love established Ulsan as a
prototype space for solving the contradictions and conflicts of
1deological conflict in the 1980s. The protagonist, an intellectual
activist, 1s depicted to resolve ideological conflicts through his trip to
Ulsan while at the same time overcoming human affection problems.
The conflict experienced by the protagonist reflects the situation of
ideological differentiation and line conflict since 1937. Since the goliath
struggle 1s an opportunity to prove the consistency of his strong class
performance and line ideology, the protagonist reaches Ulsan and is
confident of the victory of the class struggle and reveals his will to

resolve the conflict between ideology and affection at once.

Key Words: June Uprising, Workers” Great Struggle, Labor Literature
in the 1930s, Labor Fictions, Working Class, Class
Subjectivity, Solidarity of the Working Class, Hakchul’
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(Student Labor Activists), Advanced Labor Activists,
Goliath Struggle in Ulsan, Jeong Hwajin, Stee/ Zone,
Bang Hyunseok, “People in the Ship of Hell”, Ahn

Jaesung, Conditions of Love.
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