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<Abstract>

A Study On the Concept of Realism in
Kim Hyun's criticism

Han, Lae—hee’

Kim Hyun, who strongly criticized the climate that regards realism
as an a prori truth, actively uses the concept of realism in the
analysis and evaluation of works in the 1980s. Starting from the
awareness of the problem that interest and research on the concept of
realism that was frequently used in Kim Hyun's criticism in the
1980s were insufficient, this paper analyzed the two aspects of realism
and its internal logic in Kim Hyun's criticism, and based on this, tried
to shed new light on the meaning of totality and literary autonomy
that Kim Hyun's realism aims for.

In Chapter 2, the concept of objective realism and totality in Kim
Hyun's Kim Won-il theory was reviewed. According to Kim Hyun,
Kim Won-il shows the desire to grasp the total reality, and the
totality that Kim Won-il aims for is clearly differentiated from that of
representational realism. Kim Won-il shows the realization that the
root of pain reaches both individuals and society through the
exploration of the conflict of reality/desire. Through Kim Won-il's
theory, Kim Hyun emphasizes that the totality of literature is a
process that makes people recognize that life is an interaction

between reality and desire.

* Soongsil University.
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In Chapter 3, the concept of negative realism in Kim Hyun's Lee
Chung-jun theory was analyzed. Lee Chung-jun’s negative realism
that Kim Hyun refers to a mental attitude not to seek transcendence
and salvation outside of the reality of pain. Negative realism 1is
requested as a creative methodology and worldview necessary for
literature as a dream not to be transformed into transcendentalism or
escapism.

The reason why Kim Hyun's realism appeared in two
heterogeneous forms, objective realism and negative realism, can be
found in the concept of totality and the duality of desire set by Kim
Hyun. For Kim Hyun, since the totality of life is the entanglement
between reality and desire itself, the totality in the form of alienating
desire becomes the object of negation in the name of desire. While
exploring the relationship between desire and society through
reflection on the roots of desire (objective realism), a worldview is
requested that reality is a place of salvation so that desire does not
manifest in an escapist and selfish form. (negative realism)

However, the fact that it is none other than desire itself that
jeopardizes Kim Hyun's realism and literary autonomy is the biggest
dilemma facing Kim Hyun's criticism. Desire is a common source of
individual/society, and desire can appear in contradictory forms of
utopian aspiration and destructiveness. For this reason, the goal of
realism to reveal as it is in reality has meaning only in doubts and
boundaries about the fixation (ideologicalization) of desire.

In Chapter 4, the correspondence between Kim Hyun's realism and
Kim Hyun's concept of freedom to the Sil-gu generation was
examined. For Kim Hyun, Sil-gu has both sides of joy and despair,



which exactly corresponds to the duality of freedom that Kim Hyun
pursued in literature. The totality that Kim Hyun aims for is only
possible in literature, and history and reality are always objects that
should be denied in the light of literary totality. Consciousness that
has experienced a utopian state through literature must embrace
separation from history and reality, which is the object of totalization.
This will be an inevitable fate that a criticism adopting literary theory

and negative realism as a dream must face.

Key Words: realism, totality, duality of desire, transcendentalism, 4 -
19, literary autonomy, freedom

12025 038 20¢)
12025 048 159
12025 048 15¢d

0> 1
Jor o X
02 fu o>

~
A > Ao






