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<Abstract>

Cultural History of Debating Society

in the 1920s*
- The Background and Subject of the 1920s Debating
Society as a Colonial Media for the People

Yoo, Sung-Hwan™

This study aims to empirically reconstruct the culture of debates in
colonial Joseon society in the 1920s, focusing on a list of records of
debating society held in the 1920s and 1930s constructed based on
newspaper press releases. And as part of a continuous attempt to
make meaning of the debate culture of the 1920s as a colonial mass
media, this article attempted to identify the background and subject of
the debate culture of the 1920s and the general format of the debate
society of the 1920s. The debating society of the 1920s has not
received enough attention. This is mainly because the importance of
the debate culture of the 1920s was underestimated in a situation
where political debate was blocked after 1908. However, the debating
society in the 1920s was one of the main programs of the youth
movement that emerged in the new social atmosphere after the March
1st Movement, and was a subversive event where people at the

bottom of the social hierarchy could speak directly and express their

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea
and the National Research Foundation of Korea(NRF-2021S1A5A8071303).
=+ University of Seoul.
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collective emotions. It was also a space of disturbance. In this respect,
the debates of the 1920s were an influential media given to the people
during the colonial period. In fact, the types of debates in the 1920s
were diverse in terms of participants. Therefore, the participation of
poor workers and women in debates was a characteristic phenomenon
in the debating society culture of this period. In this respect, the
debating society was appropriated by the subalterns of colonial Joseon
as a form of culture and education, and as an opportunity to form and
confirm collective opinions and emotions. In this respect, study on
debating society culture can be an important way to approach the
subjectivity, consciousness, and emotions of colonial subalterns in the
1920s.

Key Words: 1920s, Debating Society, March 1st Movement, Youth Mo
vement, Colonial Media for the People
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