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<Abstract>

The study of Symbolism of Hwagwan by Lee
Tae-jun

Kim, Eun-jung’

This study aims to analyze Hwagwarthe Coronet) by Lee Tae—jun
on the basis of two symbolisms of the ancient coronets, and to
explain the complex world of this work on the basis of the coronet’s
symbolism. The frame of authority is the theory of Frank Kermode,
who claimed that there are two plots, the plot as foreground and the
plot of secret as background.

The symbolism of Hwagwan which is possible to be understood as
the plot as foreground was derived from the two images, the coronet
of bride and the crown of thorns of Jesus. These two images are
contradictory each other, but have the same properties in that they all
are the objects of admiration

The image of coronet as the plot as background is a symbol of
restriction. This symbolism appears centering around the narration of
Bae IlI-hyeon, the character of wvillain type. So we drew this
symbolism from the images of the watch or ring which Bae II-hyeon
presented to Im Dong-uk. We regarded their meaning as the images
of restriction of money, and from the meaning of this restriction, we
were possible to extract the transfiguration of Lee Tae—jun, that is,

the accommodation and discovery of life. Moreover, we can find the

* Kyungnam Universty
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reason why Hwagwan is left as incomplete text.

Key Words : coronet, symbol of admiration, coronet of bride, crown of

thorns, symbol of restriction, money, accommodation and

discovery of life
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