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<Abstract>

Aspects of modern sijo formalism and
direction of establishing basic forms*

Jo, Chun-Hee™

The purpose of this study is to reinterpret the coordinates of
modern sijo as a fixed form through a review of the previously
conducted formal criticism of sijo literature and to seek the direction
for establishing its basic form. As you know, if the sijo revival
movement in the 1920s focused on conceptualizing the coordinates of
sijo as modern literature, the discussions surrounding sijo literature
around the 1950s primarily centered on diagnostic evaluations of its
genre along with formalism. Nevertheless, due to the failure to reach
a consensus in academia and the literary community regarding the
rhythmic structure of sijo, opinions were only expressed individually,
preventing the resolution of disagreements about the sijo form. This
has led to the emergence of faux-sijo that undermine or obscure the
identity of sijo literature, contributing to the genre’s confusion that
originates from the indeterminacy of the sijo form. Exploring the
formal identity of modern sijo as a fixed form and establishing its
basic form is closely related to building the future prospects and
validity of the genre. Accordingly, this study explores previous

* This work was supported by the Ministry of Education of the Republic of Korea
and the National Research Foundation of Korea.(NRF-2023S1A5SB5A16074673)

s« Full-time researcher at the Korean Studies Institute of Pusan National
University



research on the formal theory of sijo and, based on this, seeks to
explore key issues that should be discussed to strengthen the
requirements of sijo literature as a formal poem. Chapter 2 will
analyze the aspects of modern sijo formalism, and Chapter 3 will
propose directions for establishing the basic form of sijo and its

formal requirements.

Key Words: Modermn Sijo, Sijo Form Theory, Fixed Verse, Basic

Form, syllabic meter, foot meter, verse meter
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