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<Abstract>

The Korean Diplomats’ Investigation of the
Japanese Publishing and Book Distribution

in the Late Period of Joseon : Focusing on
Bi-Wae

Jeong, Eun-Young

Tongsinsa, the Korean diplomats, operating in the late years of the
Joseon period, were sent to Japan with the aim of delivering the
Joseon king’s letter to the shogunate and addressing the pressing
diplomatic agendas such as the repatriation of the war prisoners. In
fact, however, their main duty was to assess the possibility for
another invasion by Japan and figure out the Joseon response to it. In
other words, the fundamental purpose of the dispatch of the diplomats
was bi-wae, which literally means preparing against the incursions
from Japanese (wokou, Japanese pirates). However, preparing against
Japanese incursions was not limited to setting up military defenses.
Effective preparations against the Japanese incursions could be set up
only through examining and analyzing diverse aspects of Japan such
as her politics, foreign relations, economy, and culture. Accordingly,
the diplomats who operated during the late Joseon period collected
intelligence on Japan through various channels and presented ideas for

preparing against Japanese incursions with a view to accurately

* Pusan National University.
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grasping the situation in which Japan found itself.

But, the information which the diplomats collected included the
information on the publishing and book distribution in Japan. The
diplomats in the late Joseon period witnesses the distribution of a
large number of Joseon books in towns that the diplomatic mission
traveled through such as Osaka, Kyoto, and Edo. When they found
Joseon books which probably arrived in Japan through plundering
committed during the Imjin War or through smuggling, the diplomats
expressed concerns. Especially when they saw a lot of books treating
the geography of military strategy of Joseon and her diplomatic issues
with Japan, it highlighted the need to prepare against Japanese
mcursions. So, the diplomats during the late Joseon period reported
what they witnessed to the royal court of Joseon, ensuring the
prohibition of the delivery of Joseon books to Japan except those on
Confucianism. Meanwhile, the academic growth of Japan led the
diplomats give a hard look at the reality and work to come up with
preparations against Japanese incursions. So, focusing on the
contemporary Japan which emphasized academicism more than
military force, some people suggested that extra preparations against
Japanese incursions would be unnecessary. To the contrary, however,
other people argued that the abilities of the diplomatic delegation
members as well as the intellectuals of Joseon should be upgraded in
step with the academic and scientific growth in Japan, or suggested
preparations against Japanese incursions by paying attention to the
existence of the emperor while describing the atmosphere in Kyoto,

the contemporary academic center of Japan.
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