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<Abstract>

Literary Responses to Industrialization in
Ulsan Literature
- Focusing on the Preface and Poetry Works -

Jeong, Yong—ho’

This paper examines literary responses to the industrialization of
the Ulsan region, focusing on the preface and poetry included in the
Ulsan branch of the Korean Writers' Association’s journal, [Zsan
Literature. While literary activities in the Ulsan region were not
limited to specific organizations and were diversely carried out
through various groups of writers and literary circles, the Ulsan
branch of the Korean Writers' Association played a key role in
institutionalizing and establishing continuity in the Ulsan literary
world. While Ulsan Literature continued to ponder the formation of a
local literary world and culture, it also sought to restore Ulsan’s place
identity, which was disappearing due to industrialization and
urbanization. In particular, it maintained a line that pursued locality
and purity until the 1980s, and in its poetry, it depicted places where
industrialization and urbanization had occurred and contained the
poet’s perspective on them. In the poems included in Ulsan Literature,
the regret for old places that have disappeared due to industrialization
1s revealed, and in poems depicting urban areas, the harsh reality and

alienation of city dwellers are described. However, these descriptions

* University of Ulsan.
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focus on expressing regret for lost values rather than directly
criticizing reality. In this process, the place identity given by the poet
was confirmed to be close to longing and nostalgia that are in line

with the essential values of life.

Key Words: Ulsan literature, Ulsan, industrialization, Urbanization,

place identity, past, nostalgia
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