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<Abstract>

Ambivalent Beingness in Kim Hye-Soon's
Poetics and Its Poetic Realizations
. Focusing on the “Death Trilogy”

Hwang, Seon-Hui’

This article reinterprets Kim Hye-Soon's poetic theory through the
lens of ambivalent beingness, articulating death, alterity, love,
language, and motherhood as an integrated sensory - ethical
framework. The analysis examines Kim's theoretical writings
alongside the so-called Death Trilogy, adopting a close-reading
method grounded in the poet’'s own conceptual lexicon. Chapter 2
reconceives death not as closure but as a site where ethical and
affective responsiveness to the Other is activated, and positions the
poet as a performative listener “possessed” (deullim) by that site.
Chapter 3 argues that Kim's poetic language is organized not by
metaphorical resemblance but by metonymic contiguity, showing that
the “hole” functions not as lack but as a sensory aperture through
which the Other’s voice infiltrates and reverberates. Chapter 4 reads
“becoming-mother” not as an essentialized figure but as a relational
operation; motherhood, in this account, is not a single subject
assigned a singular voice but an ethics of plurality that enables
multiple voices to cohabit. Taken together, these findings propose a
poetics of relational articulation in contemporary Korean poetry and

* Chung-Ang University
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offer a productive theoretical framework for conceptualizing communal

mourning, affective attunement, and coexistence with the Other.

Key Words: Kim Hye-Soon, poetic theory, ambivalent beingness, deat
h, metonymy, love, multiplicity, alterity, contact, hole
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