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<Abstract>

Significance and manner of writing in
(Okjuhoyeon)

Kim, dae—gon’

<Okjuhoyeon> has been evaluated as one ofthe heroine
novelswhich combine heroic and tenacious tale of both men and
women intimately connected to one another, andhandle ‘criticism of
androcentric society’ or ‘self-realization of woman’. However,
seriousness of <Okjuhoyeon> is in a position of revalidation because
of the several aspects thatheroine novel became popular in 19th
century when <Okjuhoyeon> was written, that <Okjuhoyeon> was
distributed as a commercial novel and a printed books than as a
manuscript, and that there was an argument to restrict recent heroine
novels with seriousness to only those of early stage novels. Thus,
this thesis is to re-evaluate by examining <Okjuhoyeon>'s manner of
writing, and to identify its position among heroine novels.

Unlike a series of evaluations of advanced research, <Okjuhoyeon>
1s considered as a literary work that deeply destroyed its seriousness,
described in those of early heroine novels. This literary work presents
a repulsion of male-dominated public order of the time by a radical
conflict between heroine and patriarch at the beginning, however, as
it continues to middle phase and the latter half, only deceiving

situation between hero and heroine is emphasized. The discussion,

* Dong-eui University
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that has made so far, was concluded by focusing on heroine from the
radical conflictsbetween heroine and patriarch, but not the discussion
based on a namrative structure nor thematic consciousness.
Considering the fact that described in <Yihyeongyeongjeon> and
<Honggyewoljeon> among heroine novels,which reflect a repulsion of
a male-dominated society order, <Okjuhoyeon> is a literary work
that depicts the repulsion, realized in early heroine novels, as an
Interesting element.

The value of <Okjuhoyeon> should be found where the desire of
reading masses in 19thcentury was included in this work. In
19thcentury, as the skepticism of medieval order expanded, the
erosion of middle age was accelerated, and the distribution of
commercial novels led expansion of a literature that had been an
exclusive property of the privileged class. In response to these social
and cultural circumstances in 19th century, <Okjuhoyeon> intends to
break away from early heroine novels which reflect romance and
dissatisfaction of medieval order. Through descriptive perspective of
the man and woman balance, it preferred the 1 on 1 relation between
the sexes than the conflict and harmony of medieval family order,and
prepared an interesting element as a conflict between different sexes
by ‘hide-revelation lag structure. <Okjuhoyeon>, also, secured
fictiious  reality by utilizing Thistorical event, such as
‘jingyobyeongbyeon’. Therefore, the meaning of <Okjuhoyeon> is a
new intended value of 19th century to reading masses that were
different to preceded heroine novels.

Also, the world of <Okjuhoyeon> can be a significant evidence to

judge the direction of 19th century heroine novels. As reorganizing
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the order of nation through the war history, it shows how Confucian
intended value, ‘Cultivate your morals, manage the family, then rule a
nation and the world, can be gained. By accompanying two different
sex characters, <Okjuhoyeon> earned none-Confucian vision. The
coexisting reasons of Confucian vision and none-Confucian vision are
according to the rapid change of 19th century literature milieu andthe
confusion of two different desires between privileged class and
ordinary people. In other words, <Okjuhoyeon> succeedsthe ideaof
privileged class, ‘Cultivate your morals, manage the family, then rule
a nation and the world, vet, reflects the new life feelings,
‘achievement by accompanying woman and man,’ of ordinary
peoplewhohadnewly transferred thoughts about 19th century novels.
These reflection provesanew form of heroine novel was made under

the confusion of two different desires between privileged class and

ordinary people.

Key Words : 19th century heroine novels, manner of writing, custom
of style, balancing perspective of man and woman,

seriousness, modification of story
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