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<Abstract>

The Intellectual Networks and Adaptive
Strategies of Simjae Jo Geung-seop during
the Modern Transition Period:

A Study Based on the Simjae Diary

Jeon, Song-hui’

This study examines the intellectual networks and adaptive
strategies of Simjae Jo Geung-seop (1873-1933) during Korea's
modern transition period through an analysis of his diary, “Simjae
Diary” (##5HZC). By analyzing his personal interactions and
geographical movements over 33 years as recorded in the diary, this
research traces how Jo's intellectual networks formed and evolved.
The study identifies three distinct phases in the development of his
networks. First, during his early period in Changnyeong (1893-1903),
his networks centered on local connections based on kinship,
geographical proximity, and scholarly lineage. Second, after 1904, his
sphere of activity expanded to Miryang, Uiryeong, and Inheung,
facilitating broader exchanges with scholars throughout the
Yeongnam region. Third, following his relocation to Jeongsan in 1914,
his networks underwent a qualitative transformation as he began
corresponding with intellectuals in Seoul and those in exile,
particularly Kim Taek-young in China. The establishment of

* Pusan National University
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Jeongsan Seodang (school) around 1919-1920 demonstrates that Jo
functioned not merely as a recluse but as a mediator and organizer of
mtellectual networks. This study discovers the "paradox of seclusion”
as a strategic response of Confucian intellectuals during this transition
period. While outwardly adopting the traditional form of seclusion, Jo
actively constructed extensive and multilayered intellectual networks.
This case provides important micro-historical evidence of how
intellectual traditions were reconstructed through continuity and

adaptation rather than rupture between tradition and modernity.

Key Words: Simjae Diary, Jo Geung—seop, Jeongsan Seodang, modern

transition period, intellectual networks
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