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<Abstract>

Yoo Chi-jin’s Wartime Plays and Busan
During the Korean War

Cho, Young-Ae*

This paper analyzes the spatiality of Busan, the wartime capital
during the Korean War, through Yoo Chi-jin's wartime plays
<Sun-dong>, <Sisters 2>, and <The Motherland Calls>. Departing
from the tendency of previous studies that examined Yoo Chi-jin’s
plays from the perspective of anti-communist ideology or nationalist
discourse, this paper focuses on the experiences of place within the
works (evacuation trains, relief centers, docks, US military bases,
shantytowns, the sea, etc.). It clarifies that Busan during the Korean
War was not merely a backdrop but a space possessing complex
spatiality.

In Yoo Chi-jin’'s wartime plays during the Korean War, Busan
possessed a four-dimensional borderland quality. These were: the
geographical boundary where occupied and unoccupied territories,
front lines and rear areas intersected; the social boundary where
heterogeneous groups —natives, refugees, soldiers, artists, foreign
workers, and bureaucrats —coexisted; the emotional boundary where
hope and despair, recovery and loss overlapped; and the artistic
boundary where state-mobilized utilitarian art and pure artistic

aspirations  intersected. Upon these boundaries, individuals

* Pusan National University.
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simultaneously  experienced  existential  externalization — and
internalization, while Busan functioned as a stage for community
dissolution and reorganization, ethical awakening, and recovery. Thus,
the refugee capital of Busan was not merely a place of refuge but a
space intensely condensed with the structural contradictions and
complex issues of boundary—ness within Korean society during the
Korean War. Yoo Chi—jin’s exhibition plays during the Korean War
staged the conflicts and recoveries between nation and individual,
frontline and rear, community and individual through this Busan on
the border. Moreover, they transcended mere state-sponsored theater
to establish themselves as an art of memory, bearing witness to the

human anguish and collective memory of the Korean War era.

Key Words: Korean War era, Yoo Chi—jin, wartime plays, Busan,

Busan’s sense of place, borderline
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