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<Abstract>

The Characteristics of Goryeo Songs Seen
Through the Establishment of Ritual Music
in the Early Joseon Period

Yim, Ju-tak’

This paper explores how ritual music was established in the
various dynasties of China after the collapse of the Zhou
dynasty-centered world order, and discusses that both the musical
textures made of ‘Wensa (Y ) and ‘dialects or colloquial
words' were alternatives to “The Classic of Poetry” (%) verses,
which were part of the musical legacy during the period when the
Zhou dynasty—centered world order was still maintained. Through this
discussion, it became clear that the Goryeo songs, which were
adopted as the formal music for rituals established at the end of the
Goryeo dynasty, were not only a lingual form of musical texture for
Goryeo but also selected for use in the Joseon dynasty’s rituals.
Although the old lyrics incorporated into the Goryeo songs were
sometimes replaced by new hymns praising the achievements and
virtues of the new dynasty, the musical key and mode of those songs
remained unchanged. Furthermore, the Goryeo songs that were
replaced by new hymns were still performed in their original form
during rituals, allowing the old lyrics to continue functioning as

music.

* Pusan National University.
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Meanwhile, after the Han dynasty, the musical textures of
subsequent Chinese dynasties varied in language and form due to the
music being classified as ‘vulgar music’ ({f4%%) from the Sui dynasty
onward. Similarly, the musical textures in the various Korean
dynasties also exhibited diversity in their language and form, which
can be understood within the same context as the varied musical
textures of the Joseon dynasty.

Despite much controversy, the folk music that incorporated dialectal
and colloquial lyrics became the dominant musical style of the
dynasties after the Sui dynasty. This likely occurred because, in an
era where it was difficult to restore ancient music, it was seen as an
effective means to embody the moral code and sensibility that the
ruler, revered as a living sage, presented to the people. In this respect,
the Goryeo songs, like “The Classic of Poetry” verses, can serve as a
resource for exploring the moral code and sensibility embedded in
them. The moral code and sensibility presented by each ruler were
not fixed but seemed to have changed according to the era’s
environment and conditions. Thus, Goryeo songs not only serve as a
resource for understanding the ‘time changes’ of the Goryeo dynasty,
but also provide a means of reading the commonly accepted moral
code and sensibility during both the Goryeo and Joseon dynasties.

Of course, like the language of the “Classic of Poetry” verses, the
language of the Goryeo song texts is not easy to decipher. However,
just as the study of “The Classic of Poetry” was possible, academic
approaches to the Goryeo song texts are also entirely feasible.
Moreover, we now have access to more linguistic information than

scholars of the Joseon dynasty did during specific periods. It seems
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that after the modern era, Zhu Xi's readings of the “Book of Poetry”
verses came to dominate. However, it ears that the influence of the
school of Cheng-Zhu philosophy (F£4#%) on the music establishment
during the Goryeo and Joseon dynasties was not particularly
significant. Therefore, the moral code and sensibility embedded in the
Goryeo songs can be more effectively read if we pay attention to not
only Zu Xi's readings but also the readings of “Maoshi Zhengyi” (&
FEIFFR).

Key Words: Goryeo songs, ritual music, musical texture, Wensa (3C
&9, dialect (J53), colloquial word ({55), moral code, se
nsibility
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