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<Abstract>

A Study on the mythical nature in the Great
Book of Joseon Fairy Tales

Shin, Won-gie’

The purpose of this paper was to examine the mythical nature in
the Great Book of Joseon Fairy Tales, the first collection of fairy
tales and folktales in Korea. Mythical nature is an element or
characteristic of a myth, and it was analyzed based on original nature,
heroism, and ritual feature.

First, the story of the goblin material embodied the wealth of the
goblin in the myth. This was considered to reflect the mythical origin
of the myth.

Second, in the story of the transformation of the heroic myth, the
protagonist of the story overcame the deficiencies given to him by
chance, wisdom, or ability. So, these stories were viewed as reflecting
the mythological spirit of heroism.

Third, the story embodied in the myth was similar to the murder of
the king of the myth, the being seated of the spirit, the eradication of
evil spirits, and the recovery of treasure, reflecting the ritual, origin,
and heroism of the myth.

Fourth, in the story of animal divinity, the helpers in myths, heroes
to kil monsters, and totems were embodied. This was seen as

reflecting the mythological spirit of heroism and ritualism in the folk

* Busan Dong-Cheon High School.
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Next, we analyzed the meaning of the origin, heroism, and
ritualism, which are the myths that appeared in the four types
examined above. Its meaning could be said to be ‘desire and alert of
wealth and honor’, ‘personalization of heroic abilities’, ‘transformation
and propagation of myths’, and ‘formation and development of fables’,
respectively.

And the narrative literary significance of this aspect and meaning
of sacredness was secularization of the subject, personalization of
characters, transmission and diffusion of motifs, the allegorical nature

of characters and diversification of discourse.

Key Words: Great Book of Joseon Fairy Tales, original nature,
heroism, ritual feature, wealth and honor, transformation

of myths, fable
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