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<Abstract>

A Comparative Study on the Image of the Moon
in the Ancient Koréan and Japanese Literature

Lee, Yeon-Suk

The moon which lightens all things on earth high in dark nights must be
a beautiful object to mankind. The people of agricultural stage got the
rhythm of timing from the rising and falling of the moon and adjusted
growth of plants to the lunar calendar. The moon symbolized production and
prosperity on the one hand, and the downing of the moon gave the feeling of
helplessness with its image of death man on the other hand,

It is commonly known that man get universal images of various kind
from the moon. However, literature shows that the image of the moon in
literal works of various nations contain not only the universal nature of the
moon but also more or less characterized moon of specific nation. This fact
may be related to each nation’s cultural features which in turn had been
shifted over along its historical surroundings.

"Moon” appears in 5 works of Silla Hyang-ga among_14 works existing
today. Moon appears in about 190 works among 4516 songs in Manyoshu,
the collection of ancient Japanese poems created in the nearly same period of
time as Silla Hyang-ga. The fact that ancient poems both of Korea and
Japan took moon into great consideration and made it a source material for
the poems indicates that people of ancient time of the both countries had a
great respect for the moon.

It is very interesting that, although works in both countries made use of
the moon as a source material for the songs, there appear many differences

on images of the moon pictured in the works. These differences would be
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related to the historical features of each country’s culture.

This paper examines differences on the images of moon shown I the
Korean and Japanese ancient literature through detailed analysis on the
related poems. It also intends to compare and analyze how these differences
stem from, although both countries belong to the same east-Asia cultural
ares.

This paper purposes to investigate the characteristics of the image of the
moon in Hyang-ga literature and Silla people’s thinking of the moon shown
in the characteristics. 1t is hoped that this study reveals a part of how
Korean people think of the universe and some of the main features of their

systemn of thought on the universe.
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