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<Abstract>>

The Issues of Studies on Korean Literature in
Manchuria in the 1940s

Oh, Yang-Ho

In this article, I first examined the relationship of that geographical space
called Manchuria to the emotional history of the Korean people. In the
folksong, "New Arirang,” Manchuria appears as a benevolent place, a place
of hope, a new world.

Next, I noted that, as represented in the Collection of Manchurian poetry,
the main trend in Manchurian immigrant literature in the 1940s was to
transform the realities of immigration to Manchuria into a motif of
wandering and the wanderer, relving on escapist images to do so.

Third, I focused on the concepts of exile literature and immiprant
literature. Both of these literatures are part of Korean literature, written in
Korean immigrants living abroad. We saw in our examination of "Naktong
River” that the former is premised upon the recovery of Korean national
sovereignty and we also observed in The Burgeoning Earth, An Anthology
of Poetry by Koreans™in Manchuria and the journal, Northern Country that
the latter is the literature of those who hegan a new life an put down roots
in the new country. Writers who belong to the former category, exile
literature, are Cho My&éng-hii, Yi Yuksa, Yun Tong-ju and those who
belong to the latter, immigrant literature, are many contemporary literary
figures in Manchuria, both famous and anonymeus, including An Su-gil.

Lastly, the poetic consciousness, encountered after a series of motifs such
as departure, wandering, and lamentation, is the national consciousness. As

images of rivers, sunsets, and departures disappear, the forgotten homeland
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appears in bright and hopeful images. Yu Ch'i-hwan despaired, Kim
Cho-gyu wandered around and So Chong—ju did not find a name to call at
the last. In Manchuria, Kim Tong-hwan sang the boatsong of Songhuajing
River, and Yi So-hae departed with the sun which set on the banks of the
Tuman’gang and Amnok Rivers. These all portend the future open world,
finally discovered in the motifs of the Manchurian destination in the 1940s.

I set out to prove in this article that there was indeed a strong output of
Manchurian immigrant literature in the early 1940s and that literature depicts
with startling poignancy the many phases of the emotional life of those
Koreans who left their homeland for the Northern Country. I defined those
phases through examining the types of imagery and the changes in them in
several works which were written and published during the period. I noted
how the works were received at that time of publication and what was
happening both in Korea and to the authors at the time they wrote these
works. I hope that in deing this, I have convincingly demonstrated that when
we examine these works in the contexts of their period, we are able both th
reaffirm and to more accurately comprehend the depth of Korea's literary
legacy of the 1940s only if we rightly include all of Korea's Manchurian and
Kando literature in that legacy.
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