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Abstract

The Characteristics of the Immigrated Myth
on the Yaraeja Folktradition and the Ancient
Korea-dapan Relations

Lee Heon-Hong

This paper is one of a series of the studies on the so~called immigrated
folktale, in which there are evidences of the transmission from the ancient
Korea to Japan. It is said that there are more than 10 immigrated myths
(& {Em5%). In this paper, I have dealt with Kyunhwon-folktradition (BE35{H
7) and Samnyunsan—folktradition (Z&i&) among them.

First, the Kyunhwon-folktradition tells, for the most part, a story about
the birth of Kyunhwon. In order to grasp the mythological characteristics
of the Kyunhwon-folktradition, I tried to divide the Kyunhwon-folktradition
of the chapter Hupaekche Kyunhwon in Samgugyusa (ZE#EZE) into plots
of a story, to compare them with the general typological structure of
Yaraeja~folktradition(%3E#{4%), and to infer the narrative meaning.
Consequently Kyunhwon-folktradition shows a narrative structure which
consists of (Da noble lineage, @a marriage of a divine being, @an
extraordinary birth, and @a growth into a hero. It corresponds to the
narrative structure of a myth about the origin of a dynasty or a heroic
myth.

Second, from the comparison of Samnyunsan-folktradition of Japan
with Kyunhwon-folktradition of Korea, it follows that the former has
a characteristic of the immigrated myth, which was tranmitted from

the latter. Results of the consideration of Korean elements of
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Samnyunsan-myth are as follows: OSamnyunsan-god is not native but
foreign. @The name of Ohotataneko, an officiant of Samnyunsan-god,
is closely connected with ‘Tatara (% %#), which means an
iron-manufacturing engineer. @His birthplace is the same as the settling
place of peoples manufacturing the hard earthenware -(Eﬂ’ﬁi%%). @
Descendants of Samnyunsan-family played an important role in forming
the diplomatic, defensive, religious, and cultural relations with the ancient
Korea.

Finally, transmitters of the Kyunhwon-folktradition to Japan are the
manufacturers of the hard earthenware from Kaya. The transmitting period
seems to be about the middle or end of the 5th century. The manufacturing
ability of the hard earthenware is related to the technique of iron
manufacture. It seems that they produced Sueki (FRH%S), a kind of the
hard earthenware, in Kawachi (7 {4), advanced to Samnyunsan in Yamato
(FH1), an iron-producing district, and manufactured iron-products.

To summarize, Samnyunsan-myth seems to be a immigrated myth,
which was transmitted from Korea to Japan about in the middie or end of
the 5th century, not by Paekche people, but by Kaya people who had the

manufacturing ability of the hard earthenware.
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