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Abstract

The Korean Translation of Chinese Novels and
the History of Korean Long Length Novels

Ryu Jun—-Kyong

This paper is a study on the Korean translation of Chinese novels in
19th century. The translations in GyujanggakZ=i35B§ are the drafts for
those in Naksunjae#4#7% though which we can survey when and how the
translations were made, and what their purpose, method and effects are.

(1) The Gyujanggak translations which are certified as the drafts for
Naksunjae translations— Yohwajeon"#E&,, Chungyeolsooheii® BI/INH
¥4, Jinjutab"2HIE;— were made mainly in the mid 1880’s through the
early 1890's, It means that Korean translation of Chinese novels were
widespread at those times.

(2) The Naksunjae translations are based on the Gyujanggak ones.
Gyujanggak translations are completed in the form of books, and the main
narratives are mapped enough, but the volumes of Naksunjae translations
are much bigger.

(3) In the SiroyamakurornitsuFTLLI27K library of Tokyo university, there
are nine novels which are supposed to be the drafts of Naksunjae
translations. They are Bohongrumong” #i#IHEEE,, Seolwolmaejeon” Z A
%5, Sokhongrumong™f 188, Yeoseonoesa® Ziliv5#4, Kuwaesimpyeon
PB(afRa, Hongrumong #1484 ,, Hongrumongbo  STHEE#H,, Hongrubumong
THOABAEZY ), Huhongrumong®™ 414835, then the total number of the drafts
for Naksunjae translations is 12. All of them are over ten volumed novels.

(4) The royal family’s need for many volumed novels existed, but the
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creation of such novels was impossible in the 19th Korea. The creation
impetus for long length novels already ended, then Chinese novels were
translated as the substitutes. It was the last movement of the literary

phenomena of long length novels.
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