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Abstract

The Passage Rites of Japanese and the

Viewpoint of the Royal Missions on the Rites
- With Special Reference to the Writing on the Royal
Missions in fHaehangchongjae; -

Han Tae-Moon

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the passage rites of Japanese
and the viewpoint of royal mission about the rites, which are based on the
experiences of the roval missions reflected in the writing of

I'Haehangchongjaes . "Haehangchongjaey is a comprehensive book on
the experiences which Koreans had in Japan. The contents of the book is
divided into three kinds of experience: war prisoner experience, drft
experience, and royal mission experience. The findings in this paper are
summarized as follows:

1. The writing on the royal missions in FHaehangchongjae; describes
the four ceremonies in Japan just briefly, as proud Korean royal missions
normally do. The four ceremonies correspond to kwallye(hat ceremony
celebrating one’s cornmiﬁg of age), marriage ceremony, funeral cbservance,
sacrificial rite. According to the writing, the royal missions are only
interested in whether the four ceremonies are carried out in Japan. Even in
the brief writings about the four ceremonies, Japan is described negatively
as the land which enjoys ‘the action of beasts’ or ’the practice of
harbarians’.

2. The negative viewpoint of Japan by the roval missions is based on
the followings: 1) the hostility toward Japan due to the Japanese invasion
of Korea from 1592 to 1598, 2) the idea of Confucian courtesy in Korea and
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the sense of cultural superiority over Japan, 3) the incomplete observation
and information on Japanese culture due to their short trips, 4) the evil
practices which are caused by the imitation of the previous writings on the
royal missions.

The weak point of the writing on the royal missions in
"Hachangchongjaey is the one-sided viewpoint of the occasions. However
the positive value of the writing is to arouse the need for the objective
viewpoint of foreign cultures. The writing is also significant in that it
signifies much in the recognition of the right direction of the cultural

exchange between Korea and Japan in 21st century.
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