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<Abstract>

Study on the self-reflective writing in Choi
In-Hoon's Seo-Yu-Gy

Park, Hae-Rang

This study, started from the premise that the whole of Choi
In-Hoon’s novels has intertextuality, focuses on various experimental
aspects in Seo-Yu-Gy from a self-reflexive point of view.

Choi In-Hoon considered 1960s as the age of drastic change, wrote
Seo-Yu-Gi with the topic of confusion in the individual consciousness
on the change and the chaotic situation, and tried to reflect his own
historical consciousness through main character.

I analyzed the self-reflectivity in Seo-Yu-Gi into three parts.

The first is the meaning of repetition in Seo-Yu-Gi. The main
character, Dokgo Jun travels repeatedly to Seokwangsa where he
went on a school trip in his early days. Through the travel, he recalls
memories of the past and removes suppressive elements on the
memories, and then his re-memory and self-consciousness are
established. Choi In-Hoon reveals his memories of war and longing
for home in many novels. I think Choi’s repetitive writing method is
to recollect his suppressive memories and to cure his scar.

The second is the stratified structure of the frame narrative in
Seo-Yu-Gi. Seo-Yu-Gi is the story about the illusive journey where
the free travel of time and space is possible. This illusive journey is a

dream in a dream, a kind of multi-stratified structure, and forms
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mise—en—abyme which leads to mirror reflection in mirror. In addition,
the story that Dokgo Jun reads in the story book in fantasy world
and transforms into a big snake forms the third frame. This form of
the multi-stratified structure can be seen as a part of Choi’s
experimental and aesthetic writing.

The third is about the intertextuality between Seo-Yu-Gi and his
other works. “Things that sadden us’ exposed on the surface in the
novel is the common element in the Seo-Yu-Gi, One Day in the life
of Novelist, Gu-bo and his essay, Things that Sadden Us.
Considering the publishing date of these three works, sorrow which
Choi feels reflects his historical and critical consciousness of social
reality. It reveals the interchange among texts by theme and contents
which are common in the texts.

The expansion of contents and the development of forms in Choi
In-Hoon's Seo-Yu-Gi are one method of his experimental writing
method as well as the expression of will to ceaselessly change and
venture as a writer. He persistently expresses his criticism of the
history and social reality of the day, so he is not tied up with the
genre of novel and tries to present the expansion of more genres and

the vision of novel.

Key Words : self-reflectivity, intertextuality, structure of the frame
narrative, repetition, experimental writing, criticism of

the reality, historical consciousness, expansion of genre
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