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<Abstract>

Research on Kaya Folklores Seen through its
Center and Around

Kim, Kuk-Hee

While Busan, a big city, looks likes a center now, Kimhae was a
center when there was Karakguk in the times with Kaya states
spread, and Busan was a periphery part with Kuchilsanguk. Karakguk
as a center was capable of progressing by both abundant steel
resources and trading with northern and southern areas, thus
spreading its superior culture to nearby nations. Despite political
tension with Shilla and Baekje and small or big fierce battles, its
territory was not robbed or intimidated In the meantime,
Kuchilsanguk in Busan accepted the developed culture from Karakguk
and rose to a matched powerful nation only to face with human and
physical damages because of the close proximity to Shilla causing
frequent fights.

These historical situations affected folklore transmission of the area.
First of all, a marriage folklore of Suro and Huwhangok, one of the
folklores related to Karakguk received a motive of giant goddess
story and presented a productive progress. In a story of a general
Hwangsei and Chulyui, Hwangsel is a tragic main character who won
a victory with Shilla but failed to gain a private love. This story is
truly a tragedy but a beautiful tragedy as well. On the other hand, the

folklores comnected with Kuchilsanguk contain a bitter feeling of
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complete suppression. Kossi Halmaedang story, which is referred to
as a birth myth of Kuchilsanguk, includes the pain from parting with
a husband taking a step back. The stories of Agijangsu(a young
general) and Jinkedung reflect a downfall of Kuchilsanguk due to bad
timing during a violent battle with Shilla.

The perception of Kaya locals have had for years is strongly
expressed in these folklores. As Karakguk surrendered, it was not
overridden and treated as a maternal relative of Shilla Court.
Consequently, the folklores, passed down on the basis of the dawn of
Karakguk, also have locals’ pride, In contrast, the folklores of
Kuchilsanguk, which was attacked, destroyed and lost its trace, reflect
locals” regrets and agony focused on its downfall period.

Main Word : the perception of Kaya, Karakguk, Kuchilsanguk, Suro
and Huwhangok, Hwangsei and Chulyui, Jinkedung,
young general, Banweolsung
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