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<Abstract>

Analysis of Utopian Consciousness in Yi
Yuksa's Poetry

Kim, Gyeong-Bok

Yi Yuksa's poetry needs to be understood in terms of utopian
consciousness for three reasons. First, Yi's poetry shows utopian
consciousness that pursues change in that his poetic theory sees
poetry as the manifestation of actions. Second, in his essay "The
Dream of Green Orchid(FRi%%),, Yi suggests dream as a form of
ideal life, which is also the manifestation of a utopian image in
relation with utopian consciousness. Third, Yi's life stated in his
biography demonstrates the fact that he engaged in independence
movement against Japanese colonial rule on the basis of socialist
ideology, called “concrete utopia” (Bloch). Therefore, it is imperative
to explain Yi Yuksa's poetry from the perspective of the idea of
utopia

When understanding Yi Yuksa's poetry from the above-mentioned
points of view, first of all, it displays the consciousness of lost
homeland and recovery of paradise. Yi's poems such as "The
Midnight's Song(F&Hl), and "Lost Hometown, reveal the reality of
devastated homeland in a symbolic and realistic manner, thereby
letting readers know why utoplan Images are necessary.
Consequently, many of Yi's poems including "Green Grapes, express

the consciousness of wanting to recover the lost hometown, the place
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of happy childhood, which is also the symbol of affluence and peace.
In the same context, the image of ‘blue sky, which stands for the
value of traditional ideal world, is used in many of Yi's poems to
criticize the reality of lost justice and life under the Japanese control
and to suggest an ideal world for recovery from such agonizing
reality.

Then, a utopian image of unity and relief for the people is created
by Yi Yuksa, through depiction of the oppressed lives and harsh
reality of the people under Japanese colonial rule. Many of Yi's poems
including "Twilight, suggest a world that guarantees love and peace
to indicate the nature of the utopian ideology which can be achieved
only by human efforts. Yi's poetry goes a step further to display
concrete utoplan consciousness by describing an ideal socialist
country where freedom, equality, justice, and love are realized, for
example as in "Let's Sing One More Star,. Furthermore, Yi's
realization of the fact that such utopia cannot be achieved under the
Japanese control and his conviction that the ideal society will come
true in a distant future are expressed in the images of utopia for later
times, in his poems including "The Wide Plain, and "The Flower,.

In conclusion, Yi Yuksa's poetry can be seen as the manifestation
of his consciousness of an ideal society, utopian consciousness in
other words, which aims at overcoming the miserable reality of his
times both as an independence activist and a literary activist.
Therefore, Yi Yuksa's poetry is meaningful as actions in the form of
poems for the most fierce and just resistance against the grim reality
under the Japanese colonialist rule, from the perspective of both

nationalism and socialism.
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