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<Abstract>

Gu Sang's The Christopher’s River and
Buddhist Imagination

Jeong, Hyo-Goo

The purpose of this study is to explore Buddhist characteristics and
Buddhist imagination found in The Christopher’s River, poet Gu
Sang’s series collection of poems, which can be regarded as the
greatest masterpiece in his journey of writing poetry. The reason this
author tries this is that Buddhist characteristics and Buddhist
imagination are prevalent in Gu Sang’s poetry in general, and
especially such tendencies are internalized in this collection of poems
so much more.

Although Gu Sang is known as a poet who devoted his entire life
to Catholicism generally, this is only partly true. In fact, his poems
exhibit religious prototypes that can be said to embrace all religions
integratively with no obstacles, and particularly, Buddhist
characteristics and Buddhist imagination are very thickly soaked into
them.

Buddhist characteristics and Buddhist imagination found in Gu
Sang’s collection of poems, The Christopher’s River, can be briefly
summed up as follows: as mentioned earlier in the main body, first,
the poetic words used in it are mostly Buddhist terms or expressions.
Second, Buddhist motives, images, or symbols are not a few, either.

Third, there is an underlying Buddhist view of the world In
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particular, the Buddhist view of the world that can be referred to as
‘Dependent  Origination of Emptiness(#&#22¢14:) or ‘Dependent
Origination of Oneness(##2—%4)" is uniquely found in Buddhism, not
other regions including Catholicism, but Gu Sang does accept and
quote those. Fourth, it also includes the Buddhist view of humans. In
other words, it internalizes the belief that humans are the beings
equipped with the nature of Buddha, that is, ‘sacred substance, and
also, humans can be the trust or sacred substance itself through
change of heart and cultivation. Fifth, it embraces the Buddhist view
of actuality. He deems that the world where unenlightened humans
are living is the Mundane Land, but if those humans open their eyes
and devote themselves, they can realize the Pure Land here, now.

If so, what kind of effect can the collection of poems, The
Christopher’s River, exhibit with such Buddhist characteristics and
Buddhist imagination, and what meaning or significance can it
provide into his poetry and our current events? About these
questions, we may be able to mention some of the points as below:

First, Gu Sang is a poet who lived his life while valuing ‘truth’
more than any of the religions or their doctrines. And by that, he
thinks existing religions or doctrines divided within exclusive religious
sentiments become embraced and integrated, and so-called aesthetics
of ‘Harmony of Otherness(#17##)" can be established.

Second, he opens the possibility to view and unfold Catholicism in a
broader perspective through Buddhism. This can contribute to not
only Catholic circles but Catholic literature as well.

Third, he created a chance to actualize an even bigger and deeper
world in the aspects of poetic aesthetics. Gu Sang’s Buddhist insight
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and tolerance do contribute to enhancing The Christopher’s River's
overall organization, style, or spiritual class.

To wit, through Gu Sang’s poetry works, we can encounter a true
world that is more elevated and oriented to mutual living in terms of
‘Harmony of Otherness(F1i#)" for a change in a general perspective. It
means Wwe can experience tolerance, convergence, opening, and
communication are the grounds to accomplish such a great outcome.
The Christopher’s River has opened the stage that can move us in
such a unique way and is flawless as a controversial work is because
of the poet's such attitudes, pursuit, and functioning of his mind.

If time permits, it would be a meaningful task to explore the world
of ‘Harmony of Otherness(#17#)’ grounded on all the poetic works of
his.

Key Words : Gu Sang, The Christopher’s River, Catholicism,
Buddhist characteristics, Buddhist imagination
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